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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1 945 5  which  is  in  accordance  with  Circular  28/46  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  was  the  termination 
of  the  long  and  exhausting  war,  which  reflected  itself  in  a.  change  in 
the  policy  of  the  Council.  During  the  war,  the  Council  necessarily 
was  concerned  chiefly  with  the  conservation  of  the  progress  already 
achieved,  and  all  schemes  for  further  improvement  could  not  be  de¬ 
veloped.  The  end  of  hostilities  enabled  the  Council  to  make  further 
progress  towards  further  developement  and  improvement  of  the  District. 

The  most  urgent  need  of  the  District  is  additional 
housing,  end  I  cm  pleased  to  record,  that  the  Council  has  given  this 
need,  which  has  so  much  bearing  upon  the  maintenance  of  good  health, 
the  highest  priority. 


The  year  was  characterised  by  an  outbreak  of  measles 
during  the  first  six  months.  This  attacked  many  young  children,  and 
unfcrtuna.tely  little  can  be  done  in  an  open  community  towards  prevention. 
Apart  from  this  prevalence  of  measles  the  incidence  of  infectious 
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disease  was  insignificant,  other  matters  concerning  the  health  of 
the  population  arc  dealt  with  in  the  Report. 

I  am  pleased  to  take  this  opportunity  to  place  on 
record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  which  the  Council  hen  always 
shown  me  in  the  execution  of  my  duties.  This  has  greatly  helped  the 
Department  to  work  with  smoothness  and  efficiency. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  colleagues  Mr,  S.S.  Moses,  Clerk 
to  the  Council,  Mr.  C.  Caddick,  Surveyor  to  the  Council,  and  Mr.  R. 
Sha.w  Batchford,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council,  for  much  help,  not 
only  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report  but  throughout  the  period  under 
review. 


The  Annual  Report  upon  climatic  conditions  prevailing, 
by  Mr.  F.J,  Parsons  of  the  Observatory,  is  included  and  will  make 
interesting  reading.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Parsons  for  kindly 
preparing  this  Report* 

I  remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

/ 

/  «4  / 

f'i  ■ 

"  0 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

February  1946. 
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SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA: 


Area  (  in  acres )  ...  ...  ...  ... 

P  Op  LI  .1. 0.  b  1  on  •  o  •  •  o  o  a  u  u  OOP 

Number  of  Inhabitatcd  Houses  (2nd  of  1945) 

REi,fco8ibXo  VcO.ue  000  0  o  9  9  0  9  •••  j 

Sura  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


0  0  0 

•  WO 

•  t  • 

0  0  0 


9  9 

9  0 
9  9 

9  * 

•  • 


1,004 

£32,121 

£127.0.0* 


Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year : 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ..  13*9 
Stillbirths  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  &  Still)  ...  63.3 
Death  Rato  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  (crude)  17*4 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes : 


Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths,  Total  Births. 


Heading  No.  29 
Heading  No.  30 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal 
Causes 


NIL 


NIL 


NIL 


NIL 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Ago : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Livo  Births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births 


9  0  9 
0  9  0 

9  0  0 


40.5 

31.7 

90.9 


The  Urban  District  forms  a  small  country  town  on  the 
River  ¥ye,  and  lies  u pon  tho  lower  old  red  sandstone  of  the  Devonian 
System.  It  is  a  centre  for  the  surrounding  xlural  District.  The 
industries  located  in  the  town  include  a  brewery,  timber  and  joinery 
works,  a  grain  mill,  and  an  oil  recovery  works.  The  town  has  con¬ 
siderable  reputation  as  a  holiday  and  health  resort,  and  catering  for 
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the  visitors  forms  an  important  trade  for  six  months  in  each  year* 

The  town  of  Ross-on-Wye  is  especially  valuable  as  a  winter 


resort,  for  the  climate  is  equable-.  The  ca.rly  months  of  the  year  are 

an- '  spring  flowers  make  life  most 
'  to v-."i5  and  its  banks  remain  in  their 
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usually  delightful  and  bright 

enjoyable.  The  River  „  ,  _  _  _  _ 

original  natural  beauty  giving  a  rich  colourful  field  for  the  landscape 
painter*  The  river  lias  a  great  reputation  as  a  fishing  ground. 


Ropula.tion :  - 


The  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid  year  population  is 
4> o49  .  This  has  shown  little  tendency  to  variation  for  many  years. 

On  this  figure  the  estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  inhabits. ted 
house  is  3*5  •  The  average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  is  1,3 
and  the  estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  acre  is  4,6  *  It  must 
not  bo  forgotten  that  within  the  boundary  of  the  Urban  District  there 
are  considerable  areas  of  agricultural  land,  some  of  which  is  liable  to 
flooding,  and  this  reduces  the  housing  density  very  considerably.  The 
natural  de  crease  of  the  population  i.  e.  the  excess  of  deaths  over  births 
for  the  year  was  7* 


.Births;  ~ 

A  total  of  74  live  births  (  39r^alos  and  35  *  females) 
were  registered,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  15.9  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
resident  population,  compared  with  1 6.1  for  England  and  dales. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  11  (7  males 

and  4  females)  which  istj..  y/3  of  the  total  live  births. 


Stillbirths : - 


There  were  3  still  births  registered,  which  gives  a  rate 
of  1.07  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 

Deaths 


The  actual  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  having  occurred 
within  the  Urban  District  is  81,  after  deduction  of  deaths  of  non¬ 
residents  and  the  addition  of  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  outside 
of  the  District.  This  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  17.4  4  Table  of 

Causes  of  Death  according  to  sex  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

Infant  Morta  lit/-* 

There  were  3  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  40,3  per  1,000  live  births. 


Old  Age  Deaths : - 

There  were  15  deaths,  6  male  and  9  female,  attributed  to 
all  forms  of  cancer. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea : 

There  was  one  death  -due  to  diarrhoea  in  respect  to  children 
under  the  age  of  2  years. 

SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OR  IIEALTH  SLICES  FOR  THE  ARM: 


Lab  or  at  or  y  I;lac  i  1  i  t  io  s : 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Offices, 
Hereford,  now  maintained  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  and  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  R.  Ewart  Jones  continued  to  provide  a  service  for  the 
usual  clinical  laboratory  investigations,  the  examination  of  water  and 
the  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  and  other  foods. 


The  work  carried  out  by  the  Laboratory  is  of  the  utmost 


value  to  the  Public  Health  Service  and  to  the  medical  practitioners 
v/ithin  the  District. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  carried 
out  on  behalf  of  the  Department :  - 

S  jo c  .‘mens  Examine  1. 


O  9  » 

0  4  4 

9  0  4 

o  o  # 


o  o  • 


Swabs 
Blood 
Sputum 
Faeces 
Urine 

Water  -  Bacteriological 
Water  -  Chemical  . . • 

1:1 1 3.1".  .  *  .  . 

‘Milk  C  on  ta  inters 
Other  Bac te r iologi cal 
Examinations  • 


o  o  •  •  0  « 

4  •  •  4  4  9 

4  4  0  9  •  f 

44  4 
•  ♦  ♦  4  o 

too 

0  9  ® 


0  4  0 

4  •  • 

•  04 

•  44 

•  4  4 

9  4  4 

099 

4  4  4 

0  9  4 


0  4  4 

4  4  4 

•  9  4 

0  0  9 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

0  4  9 

4  4  0 

4  4  4 


18 

1 

7 

3 

1 

16 


14 

12 


Amb ula nee  Ser vie 0 :  - 

The  Order  of  St.  John  maintain  a  motor  ambulance  at  the 
Headquarters  in  Edde  Cross  Street,  which  is  available  for  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  tho  District  on  payment  of  scale  charges.  The  Council  makes 
an  annual  donation  to  the  Order  in  return  for  an  accident  service  which 
is  available  at  all  times  tliroughout  the  year. 

pub 1 ic  Mo r tuarv : - 

■  1  rnrnmmm  —pO— — 11 mrnm  .1  I|»I  ■ 

The  Public  Mortuary  is  managed  by  the  Surveyor  to  the 
Council,  Mr.  C.  C addict; ,  who  informs  me  that  sane  small  a.d&it ional  items 
of  furniture  were  provided  during  the  year.  In  this  period  2  bodies  wore 
received  from  the  Urban  District,  and  9  from  the  adjoining  Rural  District. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  mortuary  is  proxiorly  conducted. 

Hospitals : - 

'The  Ross  Cottage  Hospital  is  a  voluntary  hospital  of  16  beds 
and  receives  medical  and  surgical  cases.  The  hospital  is  provided  with  an 
X—  ray  oppar  atu  s  • 

SECT  ION  C.  S^IIARY  C^CUIBTANCES  OP  THJ  AREA:  - 
Water : - 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Richardson,  mana.gcr  of  the  Ross  Water 
Unde r talcing  for  much  of  the  following  information  pertaining  to  the  wa.tor 
supplies  of  the  area. 

The  mains  of  tho  Ross  Water  Undertaking  provide  a  constant 
supply  of  potable  wa.tor  throughout  the  District.  This  water  is  pumped 
from  boreholes  in  the  old  red  sandstone  at  the'  Alton  Court  Water  Works. 

In  pant  of  the  District,  the  Water  Undertaking  provides  in  addition  a 
River  Water  Supply  which  is  va.lua.blc  for  boiler  and  other  Indus tria.l  pur¬ 
poses,  on  a.ccount  of  its  low  hardness  content  of  6-7  pants  per  100,000 
against  26  pants  per  100,000  in  the  Alton  Court  Supply* 

The  Alton  Court  Supply  is  of  excellent  quo.lity  for  pota.ble 
purposes ,  and  an  a.  further  sa.fe guard  a  continuous  automatic  chlorinator 
is  inserted  between  the  oumps  and  tho  reservoir. 


Generally  speaking  1945  was  a  difficult,  yean  for  water 
supplies  throughout  tho  country,  bait  a.n  adequate  supply  wa.s  ma.intained 
throughout  tho  year  within  the  Urban  District.  The  supply  is  constant 
and  is  supplied  at  adequate  pressure  to  a.ll  parts  of  tho  District. 

The  numb e  1  of  dwelling  houses  and  shops  v/ithin  the  Urban 
District  supplied  by  the  mains  is  1431?  this  figure  does  not  include 
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several  garag e,  garden,  trough  and  trade  supplies.  The  majority  of 
the  sup  -lies  arc  orxriod  into  the  houses,  hut  in  some  eases  wher e  old 
cottages  exsist  the  supply  is  by  a  standpipe  in  the  you'd  to  one  or  more 
dwellings. 


During  the  year*  an  extension  of  the  main  in  Station  Street 
was  carried  out. 


The  daily  average  consumption  over  the  whole  yea r,  including 
trade  consumption  was  38  gallons  per  head. 

The  Alton  Court  (potable) Supply  is  adequate  in  quantity  and 
is  of  satisfactory  quality  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 
Frequent  samples  arc  taken  by  the  public  Health  Department  in  addition  to 
samples  taken  by  the  Hess  hater  Undertaking,  and  there  is  good  co-operation 
between  the  Statutory  Undertaking  and  the  Officials  of  the  Department. 


Provision  now  exists  for  samples  to  be  taken  from  the  rising 
main  before  the  water  is  treated  by  chlorination.  It  is  goner  ad  ly  found 
that  the  wa.ter  a.s  it  issues  from  the  borehole  gives  no  growth  on  ba.cterial 
culture.  During  the  yean  16  samples  of  water  were  submitted  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Hereford,  a.  typical  result  of  a 
sample  submitted  in  December,  1945  is  given  below: - 

-  "Plate  Count.  Tcastrel  a gen  3  days  22°C.  aerobicadly  7  per  ml. 

"  '  "  "  "  2  days  37°C.  "  37  "  " 


Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli. 
Remarks: 


MacConkey  2  days,  37°C.  . . 

0  per  100  ml.  • 


Streptococci  absent  from  10.0  ml. 


Satisfactory. 


The  whole  of  the  population  of  the  District  appears  to  be 
supplied  from  the  mains  with  the  exception  of  the  inhabitants  of  three 
dwellings  situated  some  distance  from  the  mains.  This  number  does  not 
exceed  10  persons. 


The  Alton  Court  Supply  does  not  appear  to  have  any 
appreciable  solvent  action  upon  mo tads. 

Dr  a.  mats  and  Sewerage : 

Ten  new  drains  were  constructed  during  the  year,  adl  of 
these  being  new  drains  to  existing  buildings  and  all  were  tested  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  before  being  put  into  use* 


Public  sewers  extend  throughout  the  District,  and  the 
number  of  promises  not  connected  to  the  sewer  is  insignificant.  The 
system  of  public  sewers  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  for  some  of  the 
sewers  are  very  old,  and  variation  in  the  amount  of  sewage  for  which  they 
were  originally  constructed  has  no  doubt  taken  pla.ee.  As  a.  result,  there 
is  some  overloading  on  occasions  in  the  Brookond  and  Arche nficld 
Districts.  The  Council  is  aware  of  these  defects  and  ha.s  under  consider¬ 
ation  improvement  schemes.  These  are  very  necessary  as  further  building 
schemes  are  likely  to  be  held  up  by  these  drainage  defects. 

The  scwa.gc  is  passed  into  the  River  Wye  without  any  treat¬ 
ment  at  throe  separate  outfalls.  The  existing  system  of  public  sewers  is 
the  combined  system;  the  sewers  taking  both  foul  water  and  storm  water, 
for  the  storm  wo. ter, overflows  arc  provided  on  the  sewers  where  necessary. 
The  present  system  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  and  ultimately  treatment 
works  will  have  to  be  provided,  but  complete  treatment  dees  not  appear  to 
bo  necessary  for  screening,  and  settlement  tanks  would  remedy  the  present 
conditions. 


Tree.tment  works  interest  very  fow  people,  but  are  necessary 
if  nuisance  is  to  be  prevented,  'when  constructed  these  works  should  serve 
an  largo  a  population  a.s  is  possible  under  the  circumstances,  expressed  in 
another  way,  a  single  central  works  is  preferable  to  several  small  works. 


Rivers  and  Streams: 


In  addition  to  the  River  Wye  there  are  a  few  small  streams 
which  engage  the  attention  of  your  Officers,  and  frequent  visits  of 
inspection  are  made  to  ensure  the  maximum  possible  cleanliness  of  the 

water  courses  of  the  District* 

There?  are  three  main  reasons  why  stringent  control  must 
be  maintained  ever  the  condition  of  the  water  courses*  First,  the 
public  health  must  be  protected.  In  addition,  the  charm  of  the  River 
Wye  forms  the  chief  attraction  for  visitors,  and  the  tourist  trade  is 
recognised  as  being  of  great  importance  to  the  District ;  .  this  is  linked 
with  the  third  reason,  the  protection  of  fish,  for  many  visitors  are 
anglers. 


In  recent  years,  an  industrial  establishment  has  caused 
pollution  by  effluent  conta.ining  oil,  and  in  the  year  under  review  an 
extension  of  the  separation  plant  was  installed  which  has  proved  itself 
capable  of  separating  oil  from  the  effluent#  The  extension  consists  of 
a  rotatory  sprinkler  filter,  and  an  arrangement  was  incorporated  which 
enables  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  sample  the  effluent  before  it  leaves 
the  works*  Whilst  this  arrangement  has  brought  about  on  improvement,  I 
am  not  completely  satisfied  tha.t  the  maximum  possible  improvement  is  being 
obtained.  If  this  view  is  correct,  the  occupier  has  agreed  to  carry  out 
any  necessary  alterations* 


During  the  year,  an  accident  permitted  the  discharge  of 
200  gallons  of  oil  into  the  River  Wye,  and  operations  to  skim  this  oil 
from  the  surface  of  the  River  were  commenced  within  twenty  minutes  of 
the  accident  by  the  responsible  party.  Precautions  ha.ve  now  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  an  event# 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspections  a  white  slime  was 
found  to  be  developing  in  the  bed  of  the  Chockly  Grove  brook.  This  was 
indentified  as  a.  filamentous  fungoid  growth  which  grows  only  in  water 
denuded  of  oxygen.  Its  presence  is  proof  of  stream  pollution  by  organic 
matter,  and  this  was  obviously  caused  by  the  effluent  from  an  industry. 


On  one  occasion,  the  weeds  in  the  River  were  cut  by  the 
Council  so  a.s  to  permit  better  flew.  Obstruction  to  the  flow  of  any 
stream  favours  a.  lowering  of  the  available  oxygen  in  the  water. 

Children  are  offenders  in  many  respects,  for  many  of  the 
tins,  old  tyres  and  other  rubbish  found  in  the  streams  and  watercourses 
are  thrown  there  by  children.  It  seems  that  education  as  a,  training  in 
citizenship  is  not  yet  fully  adequate.  However,  two  accumulators  found 
in  a  stream  on  one  occasion  by  the  Inspector  were  cleanly  raanked  with  a 
name  and  address.  The  visit  which  the  Inspector  subsequently  made  was 
not  completely  satisfactory,  but  nevertheless  ma.y  be  quite  effective# 

Two  animal  can  cases  were  removed  from  the  River  Wye  for 
burial  during  the  year. 

public  Cleansing . 

The  Council  provides  a  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse 
throughout  the  District.  The  collection  is  canried  out  by  open  horse- 
drawn  carts,  an  unsightly  and  insanitany  practice.  A  change  to  a 
mechanically  propelled  covered  vehicle  is  necess any  as  early  as  possible. 
This  would  have  the  advantage  of  speeding  the  collection. 

There  is  also  much  improvement  to  be  desired  in  the  con¬ 
temners  used  for  domestic  refuse.  Whilst  it  is  appreciated  that  six  years 
of  total  war  have  brought  great  difficulties  and  changes,  the  life  of 
the  pails,  powder  drums  and  boxes  which  serve  as  dust-bins  is  not  un¬ 
limited,  and  those  articles  render  the  .actual  collection  a  dirty  process. 

I  also  must  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  absence  of  covers 
from  such  containers  which  encourages  domestic  animals  to  interfere  with 
the  contents.  This  defect  also  encourages  flies  end  increases  the  risk 


to  the  population  of  alimentary  infections  which  are  frequently  spread 
by  these  insects. 
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The  disposal  of  domestic  refuse  is  by  means  of  tipping. 

Whilst  this  method  is  not  ideal,  financial  considerations  seem  to 
eliminate  any  other  method  of  disposal, at  least  for  the  time  being. 

However,  the  condition  of  the  town  tip  is  not  entirely  satisfactory,  and 
complaint  does  arise  as  a  result  of  the  large  number  of  flies  which  breed 
there  end  invade  adjacent  dwellings.  Rats  have  been  a  source  of  trouble 
in  the  past,  but  this  pest  now  seems  to  be  effectively  controlled. 

« 

.  The  main  objections  to  the  tip  are  the  absence  of  sufficient 
earth  for  covering  purposes,  and  its  proximity  to  the  town.  A  more  suitable 
site  would  eliminate  most  of  the  difficulties. 

Public  Conveniences: 

Public  conveniences  of  an  excellent  type  for  the  use  of  both 
sexes  are  provided  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Very  considerable  use  is 
made  of  these  as  they  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition  and  well  maintained. 

Swimming  Baths : 

There  are  no  private  or  public  swimming  baths  within  the 
area.,  and  the  River  Wye  within  the  Urban  area  does  not  appear  to  be 
attractive  to  swimmers*  and  its  use  is  not  to  be  recommended. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Throughout  the  year, the  work  of  securing  the  destruction  of 
rats  and  mice  has  been  carried  out  with  considerable  energy  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  In  e.ddition  to  the  general  effort  throughout  the  town,  special 
attention  was  given  to  the  public  sewers,  the  town  refuse  tip  and  the  depot 
of  the  Local  Authority.  There  was  much  mutual  co-operation  between  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Pest  Officer  in  this  work. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area: 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  Shaw  Batchford,  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  Council,  for  the  following  statement  furnished  under  'Article  27 
(Sub-section  13)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations: - 


Inspections 


bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  *••  ...  ... 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  ... 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  ... 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ••• 


Markets  •••  •  ••  •••  ••• 


Military  Inspections  ...  ... 

Premises  where  Food  is  prepared 
Miscellaneous  -  Under  Public  Health 


Rats  and  Mice  ...  •  • • 
Work  in  Progress  ...  . • • 
Hospital  Disinfections  ... 
Other  Disinfect  ions  . • . 


•  •  • 
i  •« 

•  •  ft 

*  ♦  « 


•  «  » 
•  •  • 
Act 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 
t  #• 
•  •  • 


9 

21 

8 

30 

24 

18 

40 

18 

33 

121 

118 

322 

7 

11 


Hotices  Issued:- 


2Z2 


•  ••  •••  ••• 

•  •  •  •  •  • 


70 

12 


Informal 

Statutory 


«  «  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  t 


82 


*  9  m 


0 


8. 


Defects  Remedied; - 


Dampness  Remedied 
Rcofs  Repaired 


4 

6 


Spouting  Repaired  ...  •••  •••  ...  3 

w inaows  Reparrea  » • .  » « «  •••  . . «  3 

General  Woodwork  Repaired  ...  •••  ...  4 

Floors  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chimneys  Repaired  . . .  6 

Plaster  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


New  Drains  Provided .  ...  10 

New  pedestal  Pans  to  W.C.s  .  2 

Defective  Drains  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sipped  Drains  Cleared  ...  ...  ...  22 

Offensive  Accumulations  Removed  ...  ...  2 

Rats  and  Nice  Infestations  .  30 

Dirty  Premises  ...  ...  .  2 

Bugs  .and  Other  Vermin  ...  ...  ...  14 


Common  Lodging  Houses 


The  number  of  these  promises  in  the  town  registered  with 
the  Local  Authority  remained  unchanged  at  three.  Whilst  this  number  is 
smalls  owing  to  the  changed  bharacter  of  agricultural  conditions  today,  it 
is  doubtful  if  the  existence  of  throe  establishments  is  necessary  or  desired 
in  a  small  tom.  All  those  were  regularly  inspected,  21  such  inspections 
being  made  during  the  year.  One  of  these  has  not  been  conducted  in  a 
completely  satisfactory  manner  throughout  the  year.  In  general  there  has 
been  some  deterioration  in  the  condition  of  all  such  premises  which  has 
arisen  from  the  scarcity  of  goods  and  services  during  the  war  years. 

When  conditions  are  easier  a  higher  standard  will  be  necessary. 

Factories  and  Workshops ; 

The  register  of  factories  was  revised  from  time  to  time 
according  to  changes  which  occurred.  The  number  of  factories  with 
mechanical  power  registered  ?aith  the  Local  Authority  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  22,  and  the  number  of  factories  without  mechanical  power  wa.s  42. 
Inspections  ma.de  of  the  former  class  was  30,  and  the  inspections  of  the 
latter  tota.lled  24  during  the  year. 

Defects  in  sanitary  conditions  were  found  on  two  occasions 
and  appropriate  action  was  taken  to  secure  abatement.  In  one  fa.ctory  an 
improvement  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  obtained. 

Camping  Sites : 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  camping  does  not  form  a  big 
problem  within  the  Urban  District,  chiefly  due  to  the  exercise  by  the 
Council  of  a.  firm  and  efficient  control.  Indiscriminate  camping  could 
impair  the  attractions  and  amenities  of  the  District,  and  have  a  harmful 
effect,  not  only  pon  the  compels  thuinselves,  but  also  ur>on  the  inhabitants 
at  large.  Recently  there  have  been  indications  that  campers  have  tended 
to  increase. 

Number  of  Cairping  Sites  in  the  Area  used  for 

Camping  purposes  during  the  year  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Camping  Sites  in  respect  of  which 

JL  OJ >  J.  .  .. 

Licences  ha,vc  boon  issued  by  the  Loca.1  Authority 

under  Section  269  of  Public  Health  Act  193^  •••  3  1 

Estimated  maximum  carpers  resident  in  the  Area 

at  one  time  during  summer  season  1943  . .  80  ' 

School  Closure; 

There  were  no  school  closures  on  account  of  ill  health  during 


the  year. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING-: 


9* 


Housing  of  the  inhabitants  is  easily  the  most  urgent 
problem  which  faces  the  Council.  It  can  be  remedied  only  by  the  erection 
of  new  houses  an  quickly  as  possible# 

There  are  three  phases  of  the  housing  needs,  first,  the 
need  for  the  erection  of  new  dwellings  for  families  which  have  been 
created? since  the  war  put  a  stop  to  all  new  building;  second,  the  need 
for  dwellings  to  accommodate  alterations  in  the  size  of  families  which 
has  occurred  during  this  period;  third,  the  need  of  families  who  are 
at  present  living  in  unfit  dwellings. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  frankly,  even  at  the  risk 
of  offending  feelings,  that  there  ere  still  slums  in  the  town  which  can 
,  be  remedied  only  by  demolition.  Owing  to  the  war,  with  the  scarcity  of 
labour  and  materials,  the  condition  of  these  unfit  dwellings  has  undergone 
further  deter iorati on,  and  their  condition  is  now  deplorable.  It  is  to 
the  interest  of  the  town  and  its  inhabitants  to  secure  the  abatement  of 
bad  housing  as  soon  as  possible. 

ivluch  has  been  heard  of  derelect  sites  arising  frail  the 
demolition  of  dwellings  in  the  past*  A  number  of  these  will  become 
redeveloped,  not  necessarily  for  housing  purposes,  in  the  course  of  time. 
Others  do  not  readily  lend  themselves  to  any  developement,  and  require  no 
attention.  Nature  rapidly  obliterates  trace  of  man# 

Unfortunately,  the  Council  was  unable  to  make  any  actual 
progress  with  new  building  on  the  proposed  extension  to  the  Three  Crosses 
Estate*  It  is  hoped  that  some  actual  progress  will  be  achieved  during 
the  next  twelve  months. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year: 


1.  (a) 

Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for 
housing  defects  under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  «•«  *«.  •••  #•* 

70 

(b) 

Number  of  Inspections,  made  for  the  purpose 

121 

2. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  not  to  bo 
fit  in  all  respects  for  human  habitation 

70 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 
Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act: 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  70 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices:- 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  •••  ...  ...  •••  71 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  Default  of  Owners 
Emergency  Use  of  Condemned  Dwellings: 

Numbers  13  and  14  Alton  Street. 

These  two  houses  had  been  the  subject  of  Demolition 
Orders?  but,  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  demolition  was  not  proceeded 
with.  The  Defence  Regulations  gave  authority  for  this  type  of  house  to 
be  re-occupied  provided  that  necessary  works  were  carried  out*  Licences 
to  occupy  were  to  be  of  six  months  validity  and  were  to  be  renewed  at  the 
expiration  every  six  months#  These  two  houses  have  remained  in  occupation 
as  a.  result  of  the  renewal  of  the  licences. 


No  now  dwellings  were  exacted  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
by  private  enterprise  during  the  year.  _ 


Adaptation  by  the  owner  of  a  building  not  previously  used 
as  a  dwelling  house  was  completed.  All  the  work  complied  in  all  respects 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Council.  In  another  case,  a  dwelling  house 
was  converted  by  the  owner  into  two  separate  flats. 


The  Council  has  not  favoured  the  erection  of  temporary 
dwellings  by  the  Local  Authority,  neither  has  it  utilised  any  of  the  permanent 
prefabricated  types.  Reliance  is  based  upon  the  .erection  of  dwellings  of 
the  traditional  type.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  permanent  prefabricated 
house  is  relatively  new  in  this  country,  some  caution  in  the  application  of 
new  methods  is  perhaps  wise.  However,  in  view  of  high  construction  costs  of 
the  traditional  type,  together  with  increasing  experience  in  pro fabric at ion, 
house  building  will  tend  to  become  loss  traditional  in  the  future. 
Mechanisation,  prefabrication,  and  the  adoption  of  new  materials  v/ill  increase, 
this  is  inevitable  in  present  day  conditions,  Cne  defect  of  many  old  dwell¬ 
ings  of  traditional  building  methods  is  that  the  buildings  have  t oolong  a 
1  if  e . 


Van  Dwellings; 


During  the  year  under  review,  van  dwellings  ha.ve  attempted 
to  increase.  Fortunately,  the  Council  exercises  firm  control,  for  these 
dwellings  are  closely  rela.ted  to  camping.  The  removal  of  1 3  caravans  from 
. the  District  was  secured  by  the  informal  action  of  the  Department.  A  small 
number  of  living  vans  appear  to  be  a  permanent  fea.ture  of  the  town. 

Two  additional  sites  for  living  vans  were  able  to  create 
themselves  during  the  year,  notwithstanding  tho  efforts  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  prevent  an  increa.se  in  the  existing  number. 

The  control  of  civil  building  ha.s  thrown  much  additional 
work  upon  the  Department  and  upon  the  Council,  as  a  result  of  the  numerous 
applications  for  building  certificates  of  essentiality  and  licences  for  the 
acquisition  of  controlled  materials.  Whilst  the  bulk  of  this  additonal  work 
has  fallen  upon  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  serious 
lowering  of  the  standard  of  inspection  of  the  District  has  been  caused. 


SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD: 


Milk: 

There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  purveyors  of  milk, 
registered  with  the  Local  Authority,  particulars  of  4  wholesale  purveyors 
and  15  retail  purveyors  of  milk  being  registered, 

Many  complaints  were  received  by  the  Department  regarding 
the  keeping  qualities  of  the  milk  sold  by  one  retail  purveyor.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  these  complaints  were  well  founded,  and  at  the  and  of  the 
year  there  was  little  change  and  the  matter  continues  to  be  pursued*  This 
milk  appears  to  have  acquired  the  reputation  that  it  is  "Pasteurised  Milk", 
Whilst  it  may  or  may  not  have  been  subjected  to  heat  treatment  at  some, 
time,  it  is  certainly  not  "Pasteurised  Milk".  This  term  is  a  special 
designation  and  may  be  used  only  in  relation  to  milk  sold  in  conformity 
to  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  19 3^,  and  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Amendment  Order  1938*  There  have  not  been  any  licences  or 
supplementary  licences  granted  by  the  "Local  Authority  for  the  sale  of 
"Pasteurised  Milk". 

There  arc  no  pasteurising  plants  within  the  Urban  District, 

All  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  regularly  inspected;  8  inspections 
of  cowsheds  being  made,  and  20  inspections  of  dairies. 

The  number  of  samples  of  milk  submitted  by  your  Department 
to  the  La.bora.tory  for  examination  was  14,  These  were  sent  in  tho  course  of 
routine  supervision  of  milk  supplies  and  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease. 


in 

ii.ll  sonnies  wore  free  from  bc.ctoria.  capable  of  producing  infectious  disease 
in  man,"  rnd  the  methylene  blue  test  and  coliform  tests  were  satisfactory  in 
all  Id  samples  submitted* 

The  keeping;  quality  of  milk,  whilst  being  of  great  economic 
importance  with  a  significant  bearing  upon  the  nutritive  value  of  this  food, 
a/epccrs  to  have  little  direct  influence  upon  health*  Ihc  keeping  quality 
defends  uoon  the  number  „>f  bacteria,  present  per  unit  volume  oi  milk,  ana  is 
lowest  when  this  number  is  high,  to  put  it  in  another  way,  the  cleaner. the 
milk  the  longer  it  will  keep*  hi lk  which  sours  and  becomes  clotted  quickly 
is  usually  wasted  in  many  homos* 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  sour  milk  can  bo  utilised  in 
the  preparation  of  food  for  man,  and  much  wa.sto  can  be  prevented  in  the  homo 
by  "  scalding '*  or  heating  milk*  Nevertheless,  dirty  milk  of  poor  keeping 
quality  cannot  bo  excused  as  it  indicates  carelessness  in  the  bonding  of 
this  food*  Moreover,  it  is  only  rea.sona.blo  to  anticipa.tc  that  such  milk 
is  more  likely  to  become  contaminated  with  barter ia  capable  of  producing 
disea.se  in  man  than  milk  produced  by  good  methods  and  properly  handled* 

One  morns  by  which  milk  ma.y  become  contaminated  is  the  use 
of  improperly  cleansed  oonta.iners*  During  the  year,  12  pint  milk  bottles  were 
sent  to  the  La.bora.tory  for  examination*  d  least  8  of  these  submitted 
suggested  that  the  method  of  cleansing  was  defective. 

In  addition  to  specimens  sent  to  the  Laboratory,  the  oanitary 
Inspector  carries  out  numerous  filtration  tests  an  a  routine  procedure. 

This  tost  gives  r.  rapid  approximation  of  the  amount  of  foreign  matter  'present 
in  the  milk  under  test* 

lit  the  present  time,  the  Ministry  of  Pood  regulations  requiring  . 
milk  to  bo  wur  chased  only  from  the  purvey  or  with  whom  tho  customer  is 
registered  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  change  of  registration  deprives 
the  customer  of  his  quickest  remedy  for  an  unsatisfactory  milk,  i he  purveyor 
of  indifferent  milk  continues  to  supply  his  complaining  customers  with,  little 
fear  of  loss  of  business  arising  from  dissatisfaction.  •  It  appears  that  a 
bacteriological  standard  or  similar  test  should  bo  prescribed  for  milk,  and  the 
law  relating  to  milk  borne  disease  requires  strengthening* 

Pood  and  Drug  Act  1938  Section  Ik: 

The  number  of  premises  registered  with  the  Local  Authority  in 
connection  with  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream  or  preserved  foods  eta* , 

was  7.  _  ,  .  .  .. 

The  number  of  registrations  of  such  premises  relating  to  tno. 

eelo  of  icc  cream  is  3.  No  ieo  cream  was  manufactured  in  the  District  during 
the  year,  but  three  establishments  wore  concerned  with  the  storage  and 
retail  sale  of  this  commodity.  As  a  chock  upon  methods,  three  samples  of 
ice  cream  wore  submitted  to  the  Laboratory* 

Meat  and  Other  Poods; 

No  slaughtering  of  meat  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption 

has  been  carried  out  in  the  District.  All  slaughtering  takes  place  at 
the  Central  Abattoir,  Hereford*  Meat  and  other  foods  exposed  for  sale 
or  intended  for  sale.  in  the  town  are  inspected  with  considerable  thoroughness. 
The  Gan  it  any  Inspector  assists  with  moat  inspection  at  the  Central  Abatto  r 

in  Hereford* 

As  a  result  of  reported  vague  illness  a  sample  of  tho  product 
known  as  marshmallow, and  one  other  confectionery  product  was  sent  to  the 
Laboratory.  Findings  in  each  cane  showed  no  evidence  of  contamination. 

The  fa.ct  tha.t  the  children  of  one  house-hold  wore  attacked 
simultaneously  by  vomiting,  obdominal  pain  and  diarrhoea,  apparently 
connected  with  the  consumption  of  a.  meal  of  fried  fish,  ms  rep 
Department  by  the  Medical  Practitioner  concerned. 

Y/hilst  the  history  was  suggestive,  rapid  clearing  up  of 
symptoms  and  the  prompt  disposal  of  vomit  and  faeces  hindered  tho  investi- 


12. 


gat ion  of  the  cause.  Nevertheless,  some  residue  of  the  fish,  rescued  from 
the  dust-bin,  was  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  result  was 
completely  negative.  Samples  of  faeces  also  gave  completely  negative 
results.  This  result  suggests  the  ingestion  of  a  toxic  substance  not  produced 

by  bacteria 

The  following  list  gives  the  food  stuffs  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered: - 


31 

pounds 

Beef. 

14  - 

pounds 

Pork. 

7 

pounds 

Iiam. 

7lj 

pounds 

Bacon 

2p 

pounds 

Sausage 

7 

pounds 

Butter. 

42 

stones 

Fish. 

1 1  six -pound  tins  Pork  Luncheon  Mea.t. 

2  four-pound  "  "  "  " 

22  one-pound  "  "  !‘  " 

1  four-pound  tin  Brisket. 

146  pounds  Toffee. 

28  pounds  Sultanas. 

25  pounds  Raisins. 

281  packe ts  Patent  Poods. 

242  pounds  Oats. 

259  tins  Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs. 


SLOT  I  ON  F.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE: 


The  year  1945  was  marked  by  the  outbreak  of  measles  in 
Fobn.ia.ry,  and  the  continued  prevalence  of  this  disease  throughout  the 
succeeding  months  until  it  died  out  before  the  end  of  June.  In  November 
1 944#  a  f gw  cases  of  measles  occurred  but  the  disease  then  disappeared. 
Its  reappearance  in  February  appeared  to  be  accompanied  by  an  increase  of 
inf activity  for  it  continued  to  spread  until  almost  all  those  susceptible 
had  been  atta.cked. 


One  attack  of  this  disease  seems  to  give  protection  for  the 
remainder  of  the  individual's  life,  and  the  vast  majority  of  the  victims 
were  consequently  children  under  10  years  of  age,  over  this  age  the 

incidence  was  insignif icant.  A1  together  there  were  175  cases.notif ied.  There 
were  no  deaths  attributed  to  this  disease. 

Apart  from  measles,  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  was 

very  low. 

The  following  tables  may  be  of  interest,  all  the  figures 
included  refer  only  to  civilians  and  are  corrected  figures; - 


Notifiable  Disea.se  during  Year  1945* _ 

|  Cases  Confirmed  Cases  Admitted 


Disease 

Notified. 

Cases. 

i  to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Pneumonia 

3  ! 

3 

I 

"  ,  I  T  ", 

1 

1  2  i 

Mean  les 

175 

175 

i  ..  i 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

i 

t  4 

i  “  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

6 

• 

_  j 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

j 

t 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1  1 

1  — . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1  i 

1 

;  i 

*  ) 

i 


1* 


Analysis 

of  Tot a 

.1  Notified  Cases 

According  to 

■  Age. 

'Disease. 

Under 

1 

1  +  2+  3+  4+  5+ 

10+ 

15+ 

20+ 

35+  45+  65+ 

1  i 

Totals 

(Pneumonia 

-----  1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

r* — 

1 

i  i 

3 

IMeasles 

:  4 

18  1 6  15  .28  77 

!  9 

j  6 

,  1 

1 

175 

(Erysipelas 

|  \ 

2 

|3  car  let  Fever 

— 

i  i 

t  —  —  ■  —  \  — 

3 

!  i 

I  2 

! 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

•V 

i  •• 

1 

mm 

1 

jCerebro-spina.1  Fever 

— 

i  ^ 

1 

-  ;  1 

i 

i 

t  , 

i 

1  1 

■Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
1 

L  ......  -  ,  ,  . . 

1 

i 

1  >  ( 

1 

\ 

►  »  1  1 

t 

i 

1 

1 

•  1 

1 

;  j 

1 

Totals 

!  1  1 

18  .16  15  28  78 

12 

7 

i 

4 

1  4 

1 

; - i 
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Disease 

Tst. 

Quarter 

2nd. 

Quarter 

3rd. 

Quarter 

4th. 

Quarter 

«»  • 

Year. 

Pneumonia 

i 

1 

2 

3 

ilvieasles 

102 

73 

** 

j 

175 

Erysipelas 

1  j 

- 

1 

2 

‘Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

•puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

1  ; 

‘Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

_ 

— 

1 

•  —  j 

1 

’{Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  , 

t 

— 

1 

- 

1  l 

The  efficiency  of  notification  is  very  satisfactory,  and.  the 
co-operation  between  your  Public  Health  Officers  and  the  Itfedical  Practitioners 
is  excellent. 


Diphther ia  Inmunis at ion : 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  District  was  completely  free  from 
this  disease  throughout  the  year.  This  suggests  that  the  effort  to 
immunise  the  child  population  is  recent  yea.rs  has  not  been  without  some 
measure  of  success. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  have 
completed  courses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  during  the  year  according  to 
age  group. 


Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of  Immunisation 


durin 

g  year  1945* 

Ago  at  31.12.45 

Under  1 

1  2  :  '3  4 

5-9 

10  -  14  Total 

i.o.  Born  in  year  - 

1 945  : 

1944  1943  1942  1941 

1 $36-40 

1931-35  under  15 

Number  Immunised 

i 

1 

• 

t 

4  : 

47  11  5  '  i 

4 

1  73 

Estimated  mid-year 

population  1945* 

377 

,  681 

1 

1 

1058  : 

At  tho  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  , 
of  the  child  population  under  15  ye  nr-;  of  age,  60. %  ■>  had  r-ocnivo'd  a  complete 
course  cf ' Dr  htheria  •  .r o  hylact ic. 


Apart  from  notifiable  disee.se,  an  outbreak  of  trench  mouth 
occurred,  with  the  heaviest  incidence  amongst  pupils  of  the  Ross  Grammar 
School,  it  is  doubtful  if  efforts  to  control  this  had  much  success. 


Scabies: 


During  the  year*  2  cases  of  scabies  occurred  amongst  lodgers 


14. 

in  ono  of  the  common  lodging  houses.  After  much  energy  by  the  Officer  of 
the  Department,  and  not  without  some  friction,  the  disease  was  eliminated. 
Altogether  only  9  cases  of  scabies  were  brought  to  tho  notice  of  the 
Department  during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS : 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  43  cases  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  Register,  20  pulmonaiy  and  23  non-pulmonary  cases. 
During  the  year,  18  cases  were  added  to  the  Register,  13  pulmonary  and 
5  non-pulmonary ,  of  these  10  pulmonary  and  4  non-pulmonary  were  with 
respect  to  new  cases.  12  cases  wore  removed  from  the  Register,  10 
pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary.  At  the  end  of  the  year  therefore,  49  cases 
remained  on  the  Register,  23  pulmonary  and  26  non-pulmonary. 


how  Cases  and  hortality  during  1  943* 


N 

EV  CASES. 

DEA 

THS 

,Age  Periods. 

i 

Respiratory  .N  on- 

-respi 

rat or  y. 

Respiratory. 

N  on- 

-respiratory. 

M. 

p. 

\~Z. 

M. 

P. 

•M. 

P. 

0  + 

1  + 

r - 

i 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

-  i 

5+ 

— 

- 

— 

_ 

— 

i 

"•  « 

15+ 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

25+ 

2 

— 

- 

- 

— 

35+ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

• 

45+ 

1 

- 

1 

— 

55+ 

2 

1 

t  ■ 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

65+ 

•** 

j 

— 

- 

- 

Causes  of  Deaths  during  year  1945* 


IH  U  » 

r—— 

;  6 

L/dUOC 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

1 

< 

5 

7 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

■  8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

j 

1 

13 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  &  Oesophagus 

1 

>14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

'15 

Cancer  of  Breast 

2 

2 

|16 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

3 

6  i 

9: 

■18 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

3 

6  , 

9  i 

'19 

Heart  Disease 

8 

16  : 

24 

•20 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory 

t 

i 

System 

1  i 

21 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

1 

:22 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

'25 

Diarrhoea  (Under  2  years) 

1 

1 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

2  i 

4 

28 

Nephritis 

2 

7  i 

9 

31 

Fremature  Birth 

1 

1 

2 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

2 

i 

2 

All  Other  Causes 

- 

3 

\ 

3  ! 

! 

■ 

e 

All  Causes 

y.-.. 

48 

81 

M3T: iOKC LOGICAL  RI  :PORT :  - 


I  an  indebted  to  Hr.  F.J.  Jarsons,  Meteorologist- in-charge, 

The  Observatory,  Ross-on-«<ye,  for  the  following  report  for  the  year  1945:~ 

WARIEST  YLAR  ..SINGH. J £2 V 
LHLQM  NORMAL  FOR  FIFTH  YTAR  IN  SOQCHSSION. 

The  outstanding  features  of  1945  weather  were, the  persistent 
high  temperature,  in  every  month  except  January,  and  the  low  rainfall  and 
lack  of  sunshine. 

A  few  fresh  records  were  established.  Nor  exam  le,  February 
was  the  warmest  ever  experienced  in  a  temperature  record  covering  70  years, 
whilst  November’s  rainfall  was  the  lowest "since  rain  registration  began 
in  1818. 

Two  months  set  up  new  low  records  for  sunshine,  viz.  September 
(68-1;  hours)  and  November  (24y  hours). 

This  years  mean  temperature  of  51*2  deg.  is  easily  the  high¬ 
est  since  1921,  but  unlike  that  year  the  excess  warmth  was  not  due  to  a 
hot  Summer. 

The  Spring  and  Autumn  of  1945.  were  both  remarkably  warm. 

No  Autumn  frost  (in  shade)  was  registered  until  November  11th.,  an  un¬ 
usually  late  date .  •  . 

March  has  only  once  been  warmer  (in  1938)#  whilst  April 
has  been  warmer  only  twice  (in  1893  and  1 943) •  In  six  instances  of  the 
oast  seven  years  April  has  been  warmer  than  normal,  whilst  there  have 
boon  only  three  warmer  Octobers  then  that  of  1945?  viz.  in  1908,  191 3  and 
1921. 

The  mean  daily  maximum  temperature  (60.3  deg.  F. )  and  the 
extreme  maximum  (75  deg.)  were  the  highest  for  April  since  1914.  October’s 
wean  daily  minimum  of  47*0  deg.  almost  equalled  the  highest  on  record  ‘for 
that  month  (47.1  deg.  in  1886).  It  was  the  fourth  warm  October  in  the 


las t  f i ve  ye  ars . 


The  summer  was  just  average  as  regards  temperature,  but  only 
two  days  (both  in  August)  had  readings  as  high  as  80  deg.  in  shade.  The 
Summer  season  was  the  only  one  to  experience  a  rainfall  .above  normal,  but 
the  total  excess  was  less  than  one  inch.  August  rainfall  was  somewhat 
deficient. 


us 


The  wettest 
the  years  wettest  day. 
inches  were  measured  .’ . 


month  of  the  year  was  December,  which  also  gave 
In  Christmas  week  (the  rainiest  of  the  year) 
December  rainfall  was  the  highest  since  1934 


wore  very 
they  were 
March  and 


Late  frosts  in  Spring  (at  end  of 
distructive  to  vegetation, and  fruit  trees  suffered  severely,  as 

more  forward  than  usual,  .as  the  result  of  the  warmth  of  February 
April. 


April  and  beginning  of  May), 


Rainfa.il  during  1945  showed  a  deficit  for  the  fifth  year  in 
succession.  Yet  no  “absolute  drought”  (or  rainless  period  of  at  lee.st  15 
days)  occurred.  At  the  most,  12  days  passed  without  rain,  but  there  was 
a  partial  drought  of  29  days  (the  minimum  number  to  qualify  for  partial 
drought)  extending  from  September  21st.  to  October  19th.  inclusive,  the 
rainfall  being  only  0.23  inch,  (or  0.06  inch,  less  than  the  maximum  total 
to  qualify). 

Bright  shuns hine  was  deficient,  except  during  the  first  four 
months  of  the  year.  April’s  record  has  only  once  been  exceeded  (in  1938)* 
The  Autumn  was  the  dullest  on  record  (thanks  to  September  and  November). 


High  humidity  characterised  the  Summer  and  Autumn.  The  latter 
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season  had  a  larger  number  of  foggy  clays  tlmn  in  any  year  since  1920. 

Thu  usual  Tables  for  Temperature,  -la infall  and  Sunshine 

are  ao  i  ended: - 

■L  v. 


did  TMJMJRATURM  (in  shade)  DAG.  MIAS  j.AdiR. 


Difference  i 

Extremes. 

Month. 

Mean 

from  Normal.  1 

Highest. 

Date . 

Lowest 

.  Date 

January 

34.5 

-4.9 

51 

30 

11 

26 

February 

46.3 

+6.3 

59 

18 

27 

24 

March 

46.7 

+4. 1 

69 

23 

24 

3 

April 

51.3 

+4.2 

75 

20 

29 

30 

May 

54.9 

+1 .6 

78 

12 

28 

1 

June 

58.8 

+0.2 

79 

19 

43 

13 

July 

61.9 

0.0 

79 

14 

44 

8 

August 

60.9 

+0.1 

81 

4 

46 

26 

September 

57.9 

+1.3 

75 

12 

39 

29 

October 

53.3 

+3.8 

70 

11 

27 

8 

November 

45.3 

+1 .  / 

59 

8 

27 

12 

December 

i 

. 

42.3 

+2.5 

55 

2 

26 

_ 

31 

1 

1 

| 

)  81 

August 

(January 

Year 

51.2 

i  +1*7 

4 

11 

26 

Note: - 


The  month  of  September  was  noteworthy  as  having  the  warmest 
nights  of  the  year,  on  one  occasion  the  minimum  (in  shade)  was  63  deg., 
and  two  other  nights  had  readings we 11  above  60  deg. 


EARTH  TDMP3I 

lATTJRM  (DAG 

JAMS  FAHR. ) . 

DMPTHS. 

ON  GRASS. 

■ 

One  Foot.  | 

Four  Feet 

.  Nights  with 

Lowest 

Month. 

Mean. 

Mean . 

Ground  Frost. 

Reading. 

January 

35.9  i 

41.1 

22 

13 

February  : 

42.3 

42.4 

7 

21 

March 

44. 9 

45.0 

16 

19  j 1 

April 

51.3  i 

49.5 

10 

22  < 

May  ; 

55.3 

53.0 

3 

21 

June  j 

59.9 

56.4 

0 

35  : 

July 

62.8 

59.5 

0. 

37 

August 

62.6 

60. 5 

0 

41 

September' 

59.5 

59.3 

1 

29 

October  * 

54.9 

56.3 

1 

30 

November 

48.8 

52.2 

7 

20 

December  j 

44.3 

47.9 

12 

21 

 J 

i 

i 

i 

Year  79 

3  (Jan.  29)*. 

The  value  at  1ft.  in  April  and  the  values  a.t  4ft.  for 
April  and  November  a.re  the  highest  in  record  for  those  months. 


RAINFALL  (in  inches). 


i 

Month. 

Total 

Depth. 

Difference 

from  Normal. 

Number  of 

Rain-Days 
( . 005  inch  &  Over ) 

Greatest 
Fall  in 
One  Day. 

Date. 

January 

1.52 

-1.02 

14 

.48 

18 

'  February 

|  1.79 

-0.23 

12 

.37 

3 

March 

.78 

-1.59 

10 

.35 

19 

April 

f 

1.20 

-0.73 

r» 

O 

.73 

1 

17 


(con tel-  ) _ RAINPDi Jj  ( in  inc he s )  . 


Month. 

Total 

Depth. 

Difference 
from  Normal. 

Number  of 
Rain-Days 
(.00 5  inch  &  Over') 

Greatest 
Pall  in 
One  Day. 

Date. 

■  Hay 

1.39 

-0.22 

14 

.62 

20 

June 

2.55 

+0.63 

18 

.42 

5 

i  July 

2.76 

+0.49 

10 

.84 

19 

|  August 

2.34 

-0.18 

14 

.53 

14 

September 

1.84 

-0.28 

13 

.59 

18 

October 

3.37 

+0 .18 

11 

1.05 

25 

November 

.42 

-2.25  . 

11 

.10 

4 

December 

4.60 

... 

+1.87 

21 

1.28 

24 

• 

Year 

25.06 

-3.33 

156 

1.28 

Dec.  j 
24. 

BRIGHT  SUNSHIND  (in  Hours  and  Tenths). 


| 

ajumvjnu. 

Total 

kJUJ.’lkJJ.  J  V  -J-14 

Difference 

uuuxq  auu  xguuuo  ;  1 

Best  Day’s! 

Number  of 

!  TMonth. 

Duration. 

from  Normal 

Record 

Date 

Sunless  Days 

1 

j  J  anuary 

65.4 

* 

+11.5 

7.0 

21 

9 

1  February 

76.3 

+  9.5 

7.1 

21 

4 

!  March 

147.2 

+33.2 

10.8 

23 

3 

i  April 

203.1 

+58.9 

12.8 

22 

3 

Hay 

157.6 

-27.2 

11.9 

24 

1 

J  une 

174.7 

-31.8 

14*0 

17 

3 

July 

146.9 

~34. 9 

14.1 

23 

2 

|  August 

147*8 

“33.9 

13.7 

10 

4 

September 

68.8 

-68.6 

9.5 

6 

3 

October 

84.5 

-12.4 

7.3 

6 

5 

[  November  1 

24. 5 

-37.1 

5.2 

27 

12 

December 

j 

37.3 

-12.6 

5.2 

5 

13 

! 

1 

« 

July 

i 

62 

Year 

1 354. 6 

-145. 3 

14.1 

Note ;  - 


The  day  on  which  the  greatest  percentage  of  '‘possible 
sunshine"  occurred  was  August  10th.,  13f:  hrs.  being  registered  or  only 

rj  hr.  less  than  the  maximum  possible. 


0O0. 0O0. 0O0. 0O0. 0O0. 0O0 


I 


t 


